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Qualities of Gilgamesh as an Epic Hero
Introduction

An epic hero is a creature having unique or exceptional ability, intelligence as well as an exceptional moral status. Unlike an unfortunate hero, he is not flawed. He was of both noble or godly parentage. He takes part in an expedition or missions and goes back to his city considerably changed. Gilgamesh is an example of the traits most esteemed in society, through his actions and the morals he stands for. Gilgamesh, the central character is a typical example of a protagonist through some apparent and sometimes indirect parts of the story. With no hero, there is no epic similarly, without Gilgamesh, there is no heroic story of his accomplishment. As a result of changes in his personality and situation, Gilgamesh finishes his fascinating expedition as a completely transformed individual. This paper will focus on events and qualities that make Gilgamesh an epic hero.
Gilgamesh Strength and Courage
Gilgamesh was a demigod that is one-third a man and two thirds a god which made him a very powerful and a courageous ruler of Uruk. By overpowering Enkidu created by the gods in answer to the pleas of oppressed Uruk’s citizens, Gilgamesh power is revealed. The epic of Gilgamesh explains his tremendous defeat of a demon monster Humbaba. Gilgamesh states “There dwells in the forest the fierce monster Humbaba.” (Foster, 18) As a result of this display of courage and bravery, Gilgamesh leaves behind a lasting legacy. After Gilgamesh and Enkidu become close associates they venture into the Forest of Cedar to fight Humbaba. Gilgamesh about his extraordinary strength when he says “where is the strength? It is Gilgamesh who will venture first into the cedar forest. Go on, go forward, go on to embrace the danger” (Foster 17). Enkidu shows lack of courage but Gilgamesh encourages him to continue with their motives. Gilgamesh with the help of Enkidu defeats the Bull of Heaven. However, Enkidu dies in this fight. His might makes it possible for Gilgamesh to fight the mythical creatures and defeat them and comes back with the head of Humbaba. Additionally, his strength and bravery were demonstrated when he smashed the sacred stone. Yet another terrific display of his strength where the scorpion monster stops him saying, “No man born of a woman has done what you have done, no mortal man has gone into the mountains” (Foster 32).
Perseverance

The second feature that makes Gilgamesh an extraordinary hero is perseverance. This is observed in the statement “He saw the secret, discovered the hidden. He went on a distant journey pushing him to exhaustion”. This quote explains Gilgamesh determination and accomplishment in bringing peace to his kingdom.  Gilgamesh also showed his determination as he set out to kill the monster Humbaba. Together with Enkidu, they traveled long distances before they could rest and have food, “at twenty leagues they broke for some food, at thirty leagues they stopped for the night” (Foster 82). Gilgamesh rarely accepted no for an answer and had to get what he desired. Additionally, his journey to Utnapishtim proved to be successful although his determination to kill the demon monster resulted in the death of his friend. After the floods Utanapishtim is granted eternal life, Gilgamesh visits him to gain the secret. During the journey, he fights two scorpion beasts with aims of getting immortality secret. However, after an advice against seeking immortality and to enjoy his life Gilgamesh carried on with his quest. He tried to stay awake for a week but failed. Nevertheless, he did not entirely fail as he came to terms with his immortality.
Gilgamesh as a Selfless Leader
Gilgamesh is an extraordinary hero since he is a selfless hero. This was demonstrated as he was willing to risk his life for his people. Gilgamesh showed concern for his nation in search for knowledge about immortality. In addition, he shares his idea which was “I will give the plant to the elders there to share among them. How the old man once again becomes a young man” (Foster 90). This idea shows he was noble and concerned about his people’s well-being. Sharing the secret of immortality with his people was his desire. After the encounter with Utnapishtim, he accepts man cannot live forever as he is told: “No man has ever seen death, no man has ever heard death’s voice but death is real and death is loud” (Foster 120). After realizing he could not live for eternity he figured that there was on greater pride than to die defending his nation as well as flourishing this city. Additionally, Gilgamesh obtained knowledge regarding death and was able to overcome the fear of being mortal. Gilgamesh was a skilled individual on the battlefield, therefore, if he feared death he could not effectively protect his kingdom. Gilgamesh also demonstrated selfishness when he cared for Enkidu and even introduced him to his mother. Upon the death of Enkidu, Gilgamesh is devastated and begins his quest for immortality secret. Gilgamesh says “How can I stay silent how can I be still? My friend whom I love has turned to clay” (Foster 27).
Lastly, Gilgamesh was an exceptional hero as he sorts out for advice and guidance from other people. He occasionally approached his mother for advice and counseling on what he was expected to do in various aspects of his life. A ruler who occasionally seeks advice and guidance from the elders end up being an intelligent ruler and that was what Gilgamesh did. Dreams were viewed as a message from the gods. “Enkidu, my friend, I have had a third dream, and the dream I had was deeply disturbing” (Foster 17). The statement showed that Gilgamesh was approaching his friend to interpret the dream he had. During the journey to Cedar Forest, Enkidu had a role in explaining the dream Gilgamesh had.
Conclusion

Gilgamesh was confident, perseverant, selfless and valued guidance from other individuals. He knew he needed assistance in order to carry out his leadership duties. Also, Gilgamesh determination was not always as rewarding as it resulted in the death of his friend. His godly features are responsible for his extraordinary strength and courage. Gilgamesh was at first a brutal ruler but after the encounter with Enkidu his personality changed and he becomes a caring ruler of Uruk. Finally, Gilgamesh acceptance of his mortality is a breakthrough as he is able to understand the nature of human life and enjoy life as he was advised.
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